THE UNIQUE FEATURES

 OF THE JEMISON-VAN DE GRAAFF MANSION

The Jemison-Van de Graaff Mansion captures the essence of a warm, sophisticated elegance and charm of an earlier time.  Built by Tuscaloosa entrepreneur and legislator Robert Jemison and designed by Philadelphia architects Samuel Sloan and John Stewart, the Mansion was one of the most elaborate of the great Southern Mansions built on the eve of the Civil War.  

The Mansion is conveniently located in downtown Tuscaloosa just off I-359 with nearby accomodations for out of town guests

How is the Mansion used?

· Weddings and wedding receptions, business receptions, management retreats, day-long seminars, Board of Directors meetings, customer meetings, organizational meetings, Christmas parties, bridal showers, birthday parties, anniversary celebrations, family reunions, high school and college reunions and college student-parents’ weekend receptions, fundraisers, very private meetings and events with or without liquor.

What is different about having your wedding at the Jemison-Van de Graaff Mansion?  
· Many wedding locations place requirements on the family or friends of the bride to rent, pick-up, and set-up chairs, tables and the dance floor before the wedding and then clean-up after the wedding.  At the Mansion, the staff does everything for you - the way that the bride wants it done. All that is required of the bride on her wedding day is to “show up” and put on her wedding gown. Then the bride is ready for the photographer to start photographs.  Ask the Mansion staff to recommend a qualified wedding director to attend to the details and ensure that your wedding day is planned to perfection.  The only responsibility of the bride and her mother is to enjoy the festivities.
Included in the Mansion rental:
· Six thousand (6,000) square feet of floor space is available for rent.  The Mansion will accommodate about one hundred (100) guests for a sit-down dinner and up to three hundred and fifty (350) guests for a reception.  Tables, chairs, tablecloths and any assistance needed to set up an event are available at the Mansion and the staff is always present at any event. 
Planning a wedding or wedding reception?
· What type of wedding would you prefer?  Many of the brides prefer to have an outdoor wedding at the Mansion with the reception inside.  The garden behind the Mansion seems to be the favorite location for a wedding.  However, many of the brides prefer to have the vows on the front porch of the Mansion.  It is the bride’s choice.  Sometimes a bride is concerned that on her day the weather may be inclement, however, if there is inclement weather the vows are simply moved indoors.  The Mansion has plenty of room for a parlor wedding or the vows may be taken in front of the white marble fireplace.   
Maps and brochures available for your guests:
Mansion personnel will prepare a package of maps and brochures about local sites your guests would enjoy visiting while they are in the area.  There is no charge for this service.  Discuss with Mansion staff the information you would like to include in the package.   For most weddings, the staff prepares a custom local map with directions to the various events related to the wedding for the convenience of your guests.
Reserve hotel rooms for your guests:
Local motels will block rooms for out of town guests attending your wedding or event.  Discount rates are available through special arrangements with the Jemison-Van de Graaff Mansion.  Rooms should be reserved as far as possible in advance of a wedding or event to insure availability.  The rooms may be blocked until 30 days prior to the wedding.  Your guests will be responsible for making the permanent reservation prior to that date.
Is a tent in your wedding plans?

· A tent can be especially helpful to enlarge or expand the reception area in several ways.  The garden behind the Mansion is an intimate area and irrigation pipes in the soil limit the size of a tent to 20 feet by 30 feet.  Water barrels or sand bags must be used to stabilize a tent in the garden area. 

· The front and side yards have no irrigation pipes u….nderground, thus, metal stakes can be used in these areas to stabilize a larger tent.  Tents are available with side panels that allows the tent to be cooled or heated.  A full course dinner or a bar could be hosted in the tent.  In adjoining tents, a band could set up under one tent and a dance floor could be set up under the adjoining tent or guests can dance on the grass.  The mansion does not have a tent but will gladly make recommendations for the rental of the type of tent prefered by the event host.
About the Mansion:
· The floor plan: accurately depicts the four large parlors in the front of the Mansion.  Divided by the large central hallway, the illustration(s) include the grand staircase.  Behind these parlors is the cross hallway (showing the rear stairs), conservatory, dining room, kitchen and bathroom.  On each side of the Mansion are shown the demi-octagonal sitting rooms.   Adjacent to the south room is the elevator to provide access from the ground level handicapped accessible entrance to the main floor.  A staircase is shown coming from the ground level entrance into the upper conservatory (main floor).  Also shown are the front and side porches.  Not shown in the floor plan are the second floor parlor dressing room (with private bathroom for the bride and bridal attendants) and large bathrooms (men and women) on the ground level.  The twelve foot (12’) double pocket doors between the parlors allow for a free flow of guests throughout the Mansion during the reception.
· The grand staircase: (in the front-central hallway) on which the bride can make her entrance for indoor wedding vows.  Whether the vows are taken inside the Mansion, in the garden or at another location, it is suggested that the bride and groom enter their reception together, using the grand staircase.

· Veranda: above the front porch from which, after the reception, the bride may toss her bouquet and the groom may toss the garter to guests on the lawn below.

· Candles: are allowed in the Mansion with reasonable safety restrictions. 

· Dance floor:   A wooden parquet dance floor is available to rent at a reduced price for set up inside the Mansion and the parlor is large enough to host a four or five member band or a disc jockey with recorded music.  

· Photographs:  The bride and groom are encouraged to use the Mansion interior as well as the garden for the engagement portrait as well as photos with family and friends the day of the wedding.

What is included & not included in the rental of the Mansion
Specific items are included in the Mansion charges when the Mansion is rented.  For example, the user is entitled to have access to certain areas in the Mansion such as the kitchen and entitled to use the appliances and equipment in the kitchen.  The bride and her bridesmaids are entitled to dress in an upstairs bedroom furnished with furniture and large mirrors provided expressly for that purpose.  The Mansion is furnished with various antique tables and chairs and rental of the Mansion includes the use of these items.  However, there is a charge to set up the white wedding chairs, guest tables, table cloths and dance floor for each event.  The Mansion is set up to the requested specifications of the individual bride for each wedding.    
Not included in the Mansion rental are other vendors such as a Wedding Director, Caterer, Baker, Photographer, Florist, or Musicians.  However,

the Mansion allows the bride to choose the various vendors that she prefers to use at her wedding.  The Mansion staff maintains a list of local vendors that are available, however, the specific vendor that will be used is the choice of the bride.  The Mansion will work with the vendors chosen by the bride.  
Vendors the bride may wish to retain:

· A wedding director is recommended to advise the bride on every detail of the wedding.  Obtaining a good wedding director is the most important step toward having a stress free wedding.  Both the bride and her mother should be able to enjoy this very special occasion and not be uncomfortable or concerned about any detail.
· The choice of a caterer usually is determined by the type of wedding reception the bride chooses.  Budget may be a major consideration when selecting the caterer.  A reception or a rehearsal dinner with a fully catered meal with servers is available.  However, most brides choose to have a buffet that may range from heavy 
hors d’oeuvres to a desert reception.  All serving platters, kitchen utensils, glassware, napkins, etc. needed for the reception are normally furnished by the caterer.
· Understanding what the photographer will do for the wedding is essential.  First, the Bride must be comfortable because she will spend so much time with the photographer on the day of the wedding.   There is a considerable difference in the packages offered by the photographers.  Will the photos be 35mm or digital?  How many photos will be taken?  How many hours will the photographer be willing to spend with the Bride the day of the wedding?     Does the price include the engagement photo? Is the Bride allowed to keep all the proofs?  It is essential that the Bride understand what she will receive for the price she will be charged.  
Other vendors are essential to the success of the event.  Mansion personnel will gladly recommend local vendors for your needs, such as the florist, videographer, individual musicians, bands, disc jockeys, hair salon, flower preservationist, lighting and sound technicians, limousine, calligrapher, or cinderella carriage.  

THE JEMISON-VAN DE GRAAFF MANSION FOUNDATION WELCOMES THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE YOUR EVENT A SPECIAL OCCASION.

For additional information, please call Mansion personnel at (205) 758-2906.

